BAHA’I CONSULTATION
The third Ishráq
It is incumbent upon everyone to observe God's holy commandments, inasmuch as they
are the wellspring of life unto the world. The heaven of divine wisdom is illumined with the
two luminaries of consultation and compassion and the canopy of world order is upraised
upon the two pillars of reward and punishment.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, Page: 126)
"The prime requisites for them that take counsel together are purity of motive, radiance of
spirit, detachment from all else save God, attraction to His Divine Fragrances, humility and
lowliness amongst His loved ones, patience and long-suffering in difficulties and servitude
to His exalted Threshold. Should they be graciously aided to acquire these attributes,
victory from the unseen Kingdom of Bahá shall be vouchsafed to them. In this day,
assemblies of consultation are of the greatest importance and a vital necessity. Obedience
unto them is essential and obligatory. The members thereof must take counsel together in
such wise that no occasion for ill-feeling or discord may arise. This can be attained when
every member expresseth with absolute freedom his own opinion and setteth forth his
argument. Should any one oppose, he must on no account feel hurt for not until matters are
fully discussed can the right way be revealed. The shining spark of truth cometh forth only
after the clash of differing opinions. If after discussion, a decision be carried unanimously,
well and good; but if, the Lord forbid, differences of opinion should arise, a majority of
voices must prevail.
Enumerating the obligations incumbent upon the members of consulting councils, the
Beloved reveals the following: - "The first condition is absolute love and harmony amongst
the members of the assembly. They must be wholly free from estrangement and must
manifest in themselves the Unity of God, for they are the waves of one sea, the drops of
one river, the stars of one heaven, the rays of one sun, the trees of one orchard, the flowers
of one garden. Should harmony of thought and absolute unity be non-existent, that
gathering shall be dispersed and that assembly be brought to naught. The second
condition: - They must when coming together turn their faces to the Kingdom on High and
ask aid from the Realm of Glory. They must then proceed with the utmost devotion,
courtesy, dignity, care and moderation to express their views. They must in every matter
search out the truth and not insist upon their own opinion, for stubbornness and persistence
in one's views will lead ultimately to discord and wrangling and the truth will remain hidden.
The honored members must with all freedom express their own thoughts, and it is in no
wise permissible for one to belittle the thought of another, nay, he must with moderation set
forth the truth, and should differences of opinion arise a majority of voices must prevail, and
all must obey and submit to the majority. It is again not permitted that any one of the
honored members object to or censure, whether in or out of the meeting, any decision
arrived at previously, though that decision be not right, for such criticism would prevent any
decision from being enforced. In short, whatsoever thing is arranged in harmony and with
love and purity of motive, its result is light, and should the least trace of estrangement
prevail the result shall be darkness upon darkness... If this be so regarded, that assembly
shall be of God, but otherwise it shall lead to coolness and alienation that proceed from the
Evil One.
(Bahá'i Administration, Page: 21-22)
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